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Quote of the Week: 

“Men are what they are because of what they do. Not what they say.”  

 

 

― Fredrik Backman, A Man Called Ove 

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619954-en-man-som-heter-ove 

Dear Easton Colleagues, 

It is good to be writing to you just after a visit to Moreau Hall and prior to a long weekend.  I think we all 

deserve a break, don’t you?!? 

As I considered what I would write to you this afternoon, I thought immediately about a book I am read-

ing called, A Man Called Ove, by Frederick Backman.  It has been such an eye opener and reminder that 

things are not always as they seem. 

Although far from done reading, I find I am growing to love the main character Ove, who at first glance 

appears to be a belligerent, mean spirited, and cantankerous old man, but eventually becomes someone 

completely different.  We learn as time goes by that there are reasons why he is the way he is, such as 

losing his mother and father young, losing his wife recent months, and always following the rules, while 

the rest of society seems to ignore them.   I could not help but draw the parallels to some of challenges 

we are facing as a society these days.  It seems that everywhere we turn people are ready to draw conclu-

sions about others based on snapshot information, rumors, or speculation.  Whether at the local or na-

tional level, we are giving up on each other quickly and assuming “bad intent” far too often.  I would ar-

gue that we are losing so much good and varied thinking in the process. 

As educators, we need to constantly be on the lookout for this type of learning and be sure to challenge 

our students to always “get their facts straight” and dig deeper into stories before jumping to conclusions 

about what is factual and what is not.  On a planet that is growing smaller and smaller, we can ill afford 

to be increasingly suspicious of each other.  Perhaps this would be a good time for each of us to heed the 

advice or one of my friends who used to say years ago, “We could all benefit from taking the cotton out 

of our ears and stuffing it in our mouths from time to time!” 

  

I hope you have a great long weekend! 

Best wishes! 

Andrew 

Twitter Fans Follow Us: 

Dr. Keough @Ang62  

Dr. Cabral @lbec7  

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6485178.Fredrik_Backman
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619954
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619954-en-man-som-heter-ove/08srvad1/Staff%20Home/lsouza/BAD
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Baby News: 

 

Erik and Erin Johnson  

welcomed daughter, 

Colleen Michelle 
 

 

 

Kelli McLoughlin  

welcomed son, Declan Joseph 

 

Karen Mekler 

welcomed her 

first grandchild, 

Carter David Le-
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Did you know? 
 

 

Did you know that the middle school is considering a 

new rotating schedule?  It’s very exciting!   

Mr. Carroll and a group of teachers and administrators 

have been working for years on it, visiting other schools, 

holding lengthy conversations, and now sharing with a 

sub-committee of the school committee.  This could hap-

pen!   

Stayed tuned! 



 
 

Core Values 
 
 
 

Academic Excellence and Equity for All 
Cooperative and Caring Relationships 

Respecting and Valuing Diversity 
Commitment to Community 

 

 

 

Read more about the Core Values 

Easton Public Schools Strategy 2016-2018 

 

Dr. Keough’s letter to Families and Staff about  

honoring our District’s Core Values 
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http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/Strategic%20Plan%20Final%20for%20SC%20Approval%20-%2010-5-15.pdf
C:/Users/lsouza/Desktop/A Word About EPS Values 12-6-16 (1).pdf


 

The Daily Olivian’s 

 Heartfelt Tribute to  

Robert Fleming 

 
“The unconditional support for Robert and his 

family brought us all together while also sending 
the message that in Easton, you are never alone, 

no matter how devastating the situation appears.” 
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http://dailyolivian.com/2017/01/06/the-final-chapter-roberts-funeral/
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Update from Dr. Keough on Water Issue: 

Updated Information Regarding Lead and Copper in Water Supply 

January 6, 2017 

 

 

In October 2016, the Easton Public Schools opted to participate in a voluntary program offered by the MA Department of Environ-

mental Protection to test for lead and copper in our schools water system.   We took this proactive step (along with 179 of the 351 

cities and towns in the Commonwealth) because we believe it was in the best interest of our students and staff to ensure the health 

and safety of all in our community.  Please see the link below: 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/drinking/testing-assistance-for-lead-in-school-drinking-water.html 

 

Unfortunately, during testing a number of water taps had positive results for lead and copper that were above the state definition of a 

relative action level of 15 parts per billion (ppb) for lead and 1.3 milligrams (mg/L) for copper on the first draw sample.  A second 

sample known as “flush samples” occurred after running the water for 30 seconds.  Many of the second samples resulted in no posi-

tive results for lead or copper.  

 

On Friday November 18th we conducted a second sampling on the taps at the schools that didn’t pass in October.   Yesterday, we 

received our second water sampling results and we are pleased to inform you that the majority of the taps tested passed on the second 

sampling.  However, there were a few taps at the Center School and Moreau Hall that did not pass and we will be replacing those 

fixtures and retesting them once they are replaced.  The work is expected to take a week to ten days to complete and those fixtures 

that were problematic will be taken off-line in the interim.  

 

 

A Reminder: The water system at the school is not unlike water systems found in other buildings.  Older plumbing systems and fix-

tures, especially, can contain lead pipes or solder that can allow lead to enter tap water.  A good practice, before drinking water from 

a school or home faucet or bubbler that has not been used for six hours or longer, is to “flush” the cold water pipes by running the 

water until it becomes as cold as it will get.  This process may take 30 seconds to 1 minute. If you have questions about lead in your 

home’s water supply, and are using a private well, you can have your water tested.  If you are receiving water from a public water 

system (i.e., if you pay a water bill) you can call your local water department for information or check the Consumer Confidence 

Report sent out by the public water supplier annually. 

To find out more information, please see the FAQ document produced by the MA Department of Public Health at the following 

links: 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/environmental/lead/lead-drinking-water-faq.pdf 

http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/environmental/exposure/copper-drinking-water-faq.pdf 

 

If you have any questions on any of this information please contact our Director of School Operations, David Twombly, at 508-230-

3200.  

 

Thank you for your support as we work to remedy this situation. 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/drinking/testing-assistance-for-lead-in-school-drinking-water.html
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/environmental/lead/lead-drinking-water-faq.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/environmental/exposure/copper-drinking-water-faq.pdf
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Growing Up In The Digital Age 

 

Join us for a special screening of 

Screen agers  

 

EPS Staff 

February 1st, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Easton Parents & Community 

February 1st, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Richardson Olmsted Café 



P A G E  8  

EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Winter offerings  

Easton 

University 

Professional Development Catalog 
Learning and Leading  

Together 

 

Refer to the Easton Public Schools’  

website  for any inclement weather  

announcements and messages 

Important Links:  

 

Welcome to Easton Public Schools 

 

School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

School Committee Meeting Schedule 

 

2017-2018 School Calendar 

 

Easton University 

 

Easton Community University 

 

Easton Wings of Hope 

 

ECAT 

 

Town of Easton 

http://cms.revize.com/revize/eastonpublicschools/EU%20WINTER%202016-2017FINAL.pdf
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/index.php
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/school_committee/agenda_and_minutes/index.php
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/school_committee/meeting_schedule/index.php
//08srvad1/Staff Home/lsouza/Lynn's Documents/SCHOOL CALENDAR/2017-2018 Calendars/2017-18 School Year Calendar (1).pdf
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/EU%20WINTER%202016-2017%20update.pdf
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us/ECOMMU%20WINTER%202016-2017update.pdf
http://www.eastonwingsofhope.org/
http://www.eastoncat.org/
http://www.easton.ma.us/


 

2016-2017 Easton School Committee Members 

 

 Dr. Laurie Han, Chair      Ms. Caroline O’Neill 

 lhan@easton.k12.ma.us      coneill@easton.k12.ma.us  

 Ms. Jacqueline Weisman, Vice Chair    Ms. Nancy De Luca  

 jweisman@easton.k12.ma.us     ndeluca@easton.k12.ma.us 

         Ms. Jane Martin 

         jmartin@easton.k12.ma.us 

Central Administration Directory 

508-230-3200  Fax 508-238-3563 

  Dr. Andrew Keough, Superintendent  

 Lynn Souza, Dr. Keough’s Administrative Assistant  Ext. 201 

 

  Dr. Lisha Cabral, Assistant Superintendent 

 Julie Shine, Dr. Cabral’s Administrative Assistant  Ext. 207 

 

  Mr. David Twombly, Director of Operations 

 Jodi Allen, Mr. Twombly’s Administrative Assistant  Ext. 200 

 

  Ms. Karen Mileika, Data Specialist    Ext. 220 

 

  Ms. Marilyn Gordon, Director of School Business 

 Deb Stevens, Accounts Payable and Receivables  Ext. 210 

 Laurie Carney, Business Office    Ext. 209 

 Lisa Bruce, Payroll Supervisor    Ext. 212 

 Tanya DiBona, Payroll Clerk     Ext. 211 

 

  Ms. Theresa Skinner, Director of Student Services 

 Chris Rogers, Ms. Skinner’s Administrative Assistant Ext. 208 

 Susan Dray, Student Services Clerical Assistant  Ext. 215 

 Joanne Keach/Kathleen McCormack, Student Services Ext. 206 
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